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Forest owners’ associations (FOA) are in many cases seen as tools to overcome a range of externalities in 
scattered small-scale forest management. These externalities could range from transactions costs, weak 
market power or to protecting and voicing forest landowners’ policy concerns. The literature shows widely 
that in many countries the development of forest owners cooperation and FOA development is supported 
by the public sector. This is done in different countries differently but there is a general discussion within 
the literature that public support is needed in order to start and sustain forest owners’ cooperation. It is 
therefore that not only the forest owners’ attributes (their motivations and willingness to participate in 
FOA) are important, but also the other actors within the whole system are important for the whole system 
to adequately work. Estonia provides an interesting case as such public support has been available for 
more than a decade and issues related to forest owners’ cooperation has found its way into the public 
policy domain. In order to look at the FOA representatives’ perceptions on the existing private forestry 
support system, 8 semi-structured interviews have been collected and transcribed. Based on the initial 
research interest and materials, the need for a short-term visit grew out.  
 
The 10 working days of the short scientific visit were thus used to a) discuss the context and idea of the 
proposed study, discuss the methodological underpinnings; b) study the FOA and cooperation related 
literature; c) study the literature on discourse theory and analysis; d) start analysing the existing data of 8 
semi-structured interviews and; e) provide an oral presentation to the representatives of the host 
institution about the results of the SSV and the future plans. Some of the activities (b, e) were finalized 
and some (a, c, d) are subject for further collaboration.  
 
While the preliminary observations of the data already produced some generalized themes that 
correspond to some of the existing remarks from the literature on cooperation and FOA development 
there is still the need to further finalize the methodological approach and data analysis that started with 
the short-term visit. 
 


