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Polarisation
“…the process that causes individuals on either 
side of a conflict to take increasingly extreme 
positions that are more and more opposed to 
each other. As parties move toward these 
opposite "poles," they define themselves in 
terms of their opposition to a common 
enemy. Trust and respect diminish, 
simplified stereotypes emerge. Parties assume 
more rigid positions and may refuse 
to negotiate.”

Michelle Maiese and Tova Norlen
www.beyondintractability.org/essay/polarization



Origins of a split … 

“Two divergent forestry 
practices and ecologies 

have been formed … those 
geared towards industrial 

production and those 
targeted at consumption 

through ecotourism.”

[They call this ‘schizophrenic forestry’]

Robbins & Fraser 2003



“the Finnish forest sector [is] 
strongly polarised … two 
dominant value positions, 
forestry and nature. Utility 

values dominate policy 
discussions. Lack of trust is 

characteristic of the polarised
policy field” 

Not only in Scotland … 

Harrinkari et al. 2016



How do public and private 
planting compare? 



How do private conifer and 
broadleaf planting compare?





Does the Climate Emergency change 
[human dimensions of] forestry? 
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Does the Climate Emergency change 
[human dimensions of] forestry? 



Between the two poles



Making non-binary 
forestry happen

• Regulations – e.g. 
controlling deer

• Financial incentives - e.g. 
grants for suitable ground 
prep

• Advice – e.g. support for 
small owners, peer-to-peer 
support

• Legislation – land reform 



Discussion points

• Humans are diverse, subjective and 
argumentative

• ‘Big issues’ tend to become polarised 

• Policy can feed the polarisation or explore 
creative non-binary solutions

• Money is not an ecosystem service

• The climate emergency is not a bandwagon

• The ecological emergency is hidden by the focus 
on climate



Thanks for: 

Pictures from: 
• Perks, M., Khomik, M., Bathgate, S., Chapman, S., Slee, B., 

Yeluripati, J. et al. 2018 Agroforestry in Scotland–potential 
benefits in a changing climate. Climate XChange.

• facebook.com/saveleitrim
• Mary Anne Smythe
• Forest Research
• Gresham House 

Data from: 
• https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-

resources/statistics/forestry-statistics/forestry-statistics-
2018/woodland-areas-and-planting/

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/statistics/forestry-statistics/forestry-statistics-2018/woodland-areas-and-planting/
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